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 The explosion of web applications, social media, video 

sharing, and software as a service has propelled the 

data center out of the back offi ce and dropped it in the 

middle of the boardroom table. In short, the data center matters 

to every enterprise, economy and society keen to participate in 

the information revolution.

The data center has to change to deal with the relentless fl ow of 

data. On March 16th 2009 Cisco unveiled a Unifi ed Computing 

System (UCS) with an architecture designed for today’s world.  

It’s broke. Let’s fi x it.

In a world where every vendor has its own data center road-

map, just about everybody agrees on one point: today’s data 

center is not up for the challenges of the next year, never mind 

beyond:

❱  It’s ineffi cient - taking up far too much power, cooling, space 

and attention.

❱  It’s expensive - demanding signifi cant over-provisioning of 

servers, storage and network bandwidth.

❱  It’s infl exible - constraining innovation and inhibiting the  

agility that the real-time economy demands.

Clearly, it’s time to re-think and re-design the data center to 

 better match the demands, expectations and constraints of 

 tomorrow.  And the essential piece of the puzzle is right in front 

of us: virtualization.

Introducing unity.

The Unifi ed Computing System is the next-generation data 

 center platform that unites computing, networking, storage and 

virtualization into a cohesive system that does three things:

❱  Drives down data center costs

❱  Dramatically improves energy effi ciency

❱  Increases any enterprise’s ability to change and innovate

Unlike the ‘virtualized silos’ seen in any data center today, UCS 

orchestrates all of the resources necessary to deliver any 

 application. UCS is the crucial enabler of the cloud computing 

 infrastructures and it delivers dynamic provisioning to bring 

new ideas and applications to the user. It’s a pre-integrated 

 infra structure that replaces the system jumble that forces data 

 center managers to be full-time integrators.

Who but Cisco?

It makes sense for the vision to come from the network. It’s 

 always been at the heart of the data center’s ability to provide 

information anytime, anywhere, to anybody. It is, however, a 

shared vision  

UCS brings together a formidable partner portfolio to create the 

reality.  Microsoft, EMC, BMC, VMware, Intel and Accenture, 

amongst others, have thrown their weight behind the UCS vision.

The result: a simpler, greener, more agile data center that unites 

computing, storage, networking and virtualization into a single 

 management plane - with optimization dividends that pay the bills.

As a top blogger given an early peek of UCS puts it, “This is 

where virtualization was taking us all along.  We just didn’t see 

it until now.”

For more information please visit: www.cisco.com/go/ucs ❱❙

Showcase Project

Cisco’s new unifi ed data center
If the Internet is the circulatory system of the global economy, the data 

center is its beating heart.  
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 This is, without a shadow of a doubt, a credit institution 

with an impeccable reputation: Privredna banka Zagreb 

has already received a host of prestigious, international 

awards for the quality of its services. With more than 230 bran-

ches and around 550 ATMs, the PBZ bank is represented throug-

hout Croatia.

This especially important project to virtualize the x86 platform 

was, therefore, a real matter of honor for PBZ bank. “The large 

number of users and the corresponding demand for optimal 

operating conditions meant that the platform was costing us a 

lot,” states Saša Obajdin, Director of Telecommunications and 

Networked Systems at PBZ. And this is where VMware came 

into the game with its virtualization.

“VMware has really proven itself!”

The high-tech, Palo Alto-based company has turned virtualiza-

tion into a pivotal global factor in the world of IT. Obajdin adds: 

“An invitation to tender was issued to the main VMware part-

ners in Croatia with regard to certifi ed experts. S&T has been a 

PBZ partner for many years now and it defi nitely came up with 

the most attractive offer.” The VMware system in question has 

been on the market for a number of years, has proven to be a 

fantastic success, is stable and secure and is described by the 

Gartner Group as “unique in the Leaders Quadrant.”

Once the x86 server had been inventoried and a cost estimate 

had been drawn up with regard to system resources, a decision 

was made at PBZ to go with a virtual VMware system consoli-

dation. Tendering documents were created for the procurement 

and maintenance of an x86 server (including blade servers) as 

well as for the procurement and implementation of a VMware 

system. During the pilot phase, the full potential of the system 

was tested, the required software was selected and the monito-

ring devices, discs and back-ups were confi gured. Finally, the 

“production phase” involved migrating the existing hardware 

server to a virtual environment. 

“It took less than three months for the project to be completed, 

from the point at which we awarded the tender and the hard-

ware was delivered,” comments Obajdin satisfi ed. “After the 

outstanding realization and complete fulfi llment of our expecta-

tions, VMware invited us to present this showcase project to 

other interested parties. We took up this invitation and explained 

the advantages of virtualization using the VMware system to a 

full-house at the 2008 European VMware Conference. Of course, 

we also highlighted the positive experiences with our partners 

S&T Croatia and HP.”

VMware is recognized as a worldwide partner for the virtualiza-

tion of everything from desktops to computing centers. VMware 

is the proven choice for virtualization from the desktop to the 

datacenter. Customers of all sizes, including all of the Fortune 

100, trust VMware as their virtualization infrastructure platform. 

More than 85% of customers use VMware solutions in produc-

tion environments. To learn more visit: www.vmware.com. ❱❙

PBZ is the second largest Croatian bank.

Showcase Project

Energize and Save with VMware
In cooperation with VMware, the world’s leading manufacturer of virtuali-

zation solutions, S&T Croatia has virtualized PBZ‘s x86 platform.
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Top 10 Consulting Service Companies
Rank Vendor 2008 Market Share

(%) 2008

1 S&T 150 9.2

2 Deloitte 128 7,9

3 IBM 93 5,7

4 Ernst&Young 75 4,6

5 Accenture 74 4,5

6 Alcatel-Lucent 66 4,1

7 PricewaterhouseCoopers 61 3,7

8 SAP 50 3,1

9 KPMG 41 2,5

10 Oracle 39 2,4

Other Service Vendors 39 52,3

Total Market 1,630 100,0

Source: Gartner Group (June 2009). Revenue 2007–2008 in millions of dollars
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Need to boost productivity, cut costs, and adapt to new demands?

With S&T and EMC, the numbers are in your favor:

• Realize a 25% reduction in storage TCO in less than a year
• Reduce backup data and time by 90%
• Reduce data center space, power, and cooling costs by 70-80%
• Reduce e-mail operational costs by 50%
• Lower cost of compliance by 30-70%
• Decrease security spending by 150%
• Manage 3-4 times more servers, storage, and network devices without adding headcount

S&T and EMC are uniquely quali  ed to help you take a holistic approach that enables you to address IT 
challenges one at a time or across your entire information infrastructure. Our unmatched expertise and 
experience combined with the broadest range of industry-leading solutions will enable your business to 
thrive and to emerge from today’s economy stronger than ever.

Visit us at www.emc.com
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